REMARKS 

The above amendments and these remarks are responsive to the Office action 
dated January 12, 2005. Prior to this response, claims 1-48 remained pending in this 
application, with claims 1-33 being withdrawn from consideration. In the Office action: 
1 ) claims 44-48 are allowed; 2) claims 34 and 39 are rejected under 35 USC 1 12 as being 
indefinite, 3) claims 34-38 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kuzma (US 5,574,700) in view of Manning (US 5,519,790) and Drake et al. (US 
5,550,966), 4) claims 39 and 41-43 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
upatentable over Kuzma in view of Manning, 5) claim 40 is rejected under 35 USC 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Kuzma, Manning, and Lippman et al. (US 4,673,981), and 
6) the drawings and the specification are objected to because of formalities relating to 
claims 34 and 39. 

As an initial matter, applicant thanks the Examiner for allowing claims 44-48. 
applicant agrees with the Examiner's conclusions regarding patentability of the allowed 
claims, without necessarily agreeing with or acquiescing in the Examiner's reasoning. In 
particular, applicant believes that the application is allowable because the prior art fails to 
teach, anticipate or render obvious the invention as claimed, independent of how the 
invention is paraphrased. 

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejections of claims 34-43. However, in order to 
place this application in condition for immediate allowance, without further argument, 
claims 34-43 are cancelled without prejudice. Applicant expressly reserves the right to 
prosecute claims 34-43, as well as claims 1-33, in continuing applications. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant believes that this application is now in condition for allowance, in view 
of the above amendments and remarks. Accordingly, applicant respectfully requests 
that the Examiner issue a Notice of Allowability covering the pending claims. If the 
Examiner has any questions, or if a telephone interview would in any way advance 
prosecution of the application, please contact the undersigned attorney of record. 
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